
 
Hethersett Academy 

 

Supporting your Children with Remote Learning  
 

As you are aware, our remote learning activities will be delivered via Google Classrooms.  

 

This advice sheet aims to answer your key questions and offers some suggestions as to how you 

can support your child/children at home. 

 

Getting Started - Top Ten Tips 

 

1. Establish a work station. Have a specified area for books and stationery so that your child 

can develop a ‘working mindset’. 

2. Talk to your child about creating a routine timetable for working.  Follow the school 

timetable as far as possible. 

3. Build in breaks and rewards for working.  

4. Limit ‘leisure-screen-time’ (computer games, mobile phone use) during the day but 

negotiate times for relaxation and screen time later. 

5. Mix online work with bookwork where possible. 

6. Have a regular time for getting up and dressed on ‘school days’ so that routine is 

maintained. 

7. Remind them that remote learning is not ‘holiday time’! 

8. Schedule ‘family time’ (‘home movie’ night, cooking, playing a board game etc.) so that you 

are also having fun together. 

9. Make sure your child is only communicating with staff and students through the school 

portals (Google Classroom, Google Hangouts) so that they are safe. 

10. Be patient and look after mental well-being.  Try to remain calm if an activity doesn’t go to 

plan.  Communicate with staff and ask questions.  We’re here to help. 

 

 

How can my child access Google Classroom? 

Google Classrooms can be accessed by following these simple steps: 

1. Log in to the student’s school Gmail account – it must be a school Gmail account or it will not 

work. 

2. Visit the Google Classroom internet page or download the app: classroom.google.com 

3. Click on the plus sign. 

4. Click ‘Join Class’. 

5. Enter the classroom code. Classroom codes have been handed out by class teachers  

 

 

 

 

https://classroom.google.com/
https://classroom.google.com/


 
How much work should my child be doing? 

 

As far as possible, students should be following their normal timetable.  Each subject will set about 

50 minutes of work for the lesson.  Students should therefore be set about 5-6 hours of work per 

day. 

 

Aim for: 

● 5-6 hours work per day 

● No more than 2 hours on the same subject at a time - ideally 60 minutes if concentration is 

tricky.  It might be harder to do 2 hours on the same subject without the teacher in the room 

so don’t worry if you need to switch subjects! 

● 30 minutes of reading for pleasure per day.  

● Exercise at least 30 minutes per day (walking, running, circuits, yoga from YouTube etc). 

 

 

What type of work will be set? 

 

Work could include the following and will be managed by individual subject teachers: 

 

● Pre-recorded videos (these will be shared via links) 

● Short quizzes 

● Short and long answer questions 

● Essay style questions 

● Work on online learning platforms (Hegarty, Quizlet, Seneca, Kerboodle) 

● Remember that KS3 students also have their KO booklets and can also complete KO work 

from these. 

 

 

How will work be assessed? 

 

These are some ways that work will be assessed: 

 

● Teachers will read students’ work and then set ‘Next Step Feedback’ tasks for the whole 

class to complete as a result. 

● Teachers will read and evaluate students’ work and then set subsequent tasks based on the 

strengths and weaknesses in the work already completed; 

● Students may take quizzes and mini-tests from which teachers can analyse the results; 

● Teachers may post comments on individual student’s work (which can include evaluative 

comments and/or marks).  Teacher will not add a comment to every individual piece of 

work. 

 

 

What if my child is stuck? 

 



 
Add a comment to the Google Classroom stream linked to that assignment and staff will respond as 

soon as possible.  Do let us know if you need help. 

 

 

 


